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SKILLS:





* Fluent in writing and speaking English.


* Fluent in writing and speaking Bosnian, Serbo-Croatian.


* Experience traveling in Bosnia-Herzegovina and other parts of the former Yugoslavia as well as Europe.


* Ability to communicate in various mediums (photography, writing, aural/visual). 





RECENT WORK HISTORY:





Chicago, IL - September 1999 to Present:  (95 Express)


Worked at a cross-country courier company with the responsibility of delivering important documents


and packages to businesses from New York to Los Angeles, and to international cities like London, U.K..





Chicago, IL  - June 1995 to May 1999: (Multi-States Realty)


Worked as an assistant building engineer in a Chicago high-rise complex with the responsibility of over-seeing both the mechanical and logistic up-keep of the building.





Chicago, IL - August 1993 to April 1995: (Intersoft Development Group, Inc.)


Worked as Production Coordinator for a company which specialized in making instructional videos on various computer programs.  Served as technical writer, script editor, videographer and post-production supervisor on over 20 videos.





Chicago, IL - January 1988 to November 1991: (SAM Realty Corp.)


Worked as Bookkeeper for Real Estate Management company that owned several properties in the city of Chicago.     





FREE-LANCE WORK:





Landscape Photography: (Paperstudios - Elmwood Park, IL)


Sold over 25 landscape photographs of the American West and parts of Europe to be published in calendars and the world-wide internet.





Film Criticism: (Internet Movie Database, Delphi.com, Internet Newsgroups)


Contributed film criticism and analysis to various electronic-based internet companies and websites.





EDUCATION:





Chicago, IL - Gordon Technical High School, August 1982 to June 1986 (Class of '86)


Graduated in the top 10% of my class, cited as an Academic All-American in my junior year, and was published in the "Who's Who" book of America's top high-school students in 1986. 





Chicago, IL - University of Illinois at Chicago, September 1986 to January 1988


Besides majoring in English and Philosophy, took classes that specialized in the humanites such as foreign-languages (Chinese), linguistics and anthropology.





PERSONAL REASON FOR WANTING TO SERVE IN THE BALKANS:





The lure of working in the Balkans has to do with many factors working at once.  It is perhaps the key socio-political region of Eastern Europe in which the volatile nature of national pride and history has taken its toll on innocent victims.  And, as a U.S.-born citizen, I feel the west (chiefly the U.S.) has the economic and ideological wherewithal to do its part in ending the bloodshed and securing peace.  After traveling throughout all of Europe this past summer for the very first time, I got an up-close and personal look at the complexities of various national cultures, and was impressed by how those cultures in western Europe (England, France, Italy, Spain, etc.) have been able to put aside religious and political jingoism, choosing instead to live together in a peaceful manner.  My hope is to see the same outcome occur in the Balkans in the coming years, and I want to be part of a team of translators that can help make that a reality.














                      


